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Abstract. This paper introduces AIFdb Corpora, an addition to AIFdb for collect-
ing and presenting sets of AIF argument maps. AIFdb Corpora allows any user to
create a corpus and share the contents.
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1. Introduction

The number of Argument Interchange Format (AIF) argument maps contained within
AIFdb [5]1 now exceeds 1,500 with almost 30,000 individual nodes in 10 different lan-
guages. These numbers are growing rapidly and, as an increasing number of argumen-
tation tools, such as DGEP [3], the AnalysisWall [2] and ArguBlogging [4] begin using
AIFdb to store their data, the rate of growth is set to increase.

Although AIFdb offers a search interface to locate both a given node and the maps
within which that node occurs, there is no real ability to group argument maps or to
search for maps that are related to each other in some way (for example, being analyses
of related texts.)

AIFdb Corpora2 offers such an ability, allowing a user to create and share a corpus
containing any number of argument maps from within the database.

2. The AIFdb Corpora Interface

In order to create a corpus, the user must specify simple details including the name of the
corpus and a short description. Once these details are entered, the user is given a unique
link to a page where they can edit their corpus. The edit page, as shown in Figure 1,
allows the user to manually add argument maps as well as editing the corpus details.
Additionally the user may lock the corpus, preventing any other applications from adding
maps to it. For example, OVA3 allows a user to save their analysis directly into a corpus,
but, if a corpus is locked, this option will not be available.

AIFdb Corpora also offers an interface to display corpora, as seen in Figure 2. This
allows a user to share a link to their corpus with others and allows for easy viewing and
downloading of the corpus contents in SVG, PNG, DOT, RDF-XML, Prolog and the
formats of the Carneades [1] and Rationale [7] tools, as well as giving links to edit any
of the argument maps in OVA.

1http://www.aifdb.org
2http://www.arg.dundee.ac.uk/aif-corpora/
3http://ova.computing.dundee.ac.uk
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3. AIFdb Corpora Usage

AIFdb Corpora already collects over 1,000 analyses into a range of corpora, the largest
of which are described below:

AraucariaDB An import of 667 argument analyses produced using Araucaria[6] and
stored in the Araucaria database.

AraucariaDBpl A selection of over 50 Polish language analyses created using the Pol-
ish version of Araucaria.

Digging By Debating Argument Study Collection of analyses of 19th century philo-
sophical texts from the Hathi Trust collection.

Moral Maze 2012 Analyses of episodes of the BBC Moral Maze from 2012.
Dispute Mediation Argument maps of mediation session transcripts.

It is hoped that by making the process of creating and updating a corpus as simple
as possible, that usage will continue to grow and that AIFdb Corpora will prove to be a
useful tool for collecting and sharing AIF argument maps.
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